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Essential Understandings, Content Standards and Benchmarks
	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Economics: Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
	Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.


	The availability and distribution of resources varies across world regions.

When resources vary so do wealth and poverty.

Competition over resources can cause conflict.



	
	The economic system in a region affects goods and services.


	The interaction of wants, needs, and resources creates regional economic systems.

Governments determine different aspects of the economic system of a region. 



	History: The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
	Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
	A culture’s history helps us understand its development.

Movements of large groups of people can have positive or negative impacts on the place to which they migrate and on the place they leave behind.

The development of cultures is influenced by many factors.

Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view the world differently because of religion, social and economic status, and political viewpoint.

Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in various cultures.


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Civics: People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens. 
	Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.


	Every civilization has a form of law or order.

Different systems of government have different features as well as common structures.

Democratic governments allow for conflict resolution through listening and consensus building.

Citizens obtain information from a variety of sources with strengths, weaknesses, and biases.

	
	United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities
	Citizenship comes with rights, responsibilities and privileges.

Americans are citizens of the world and have responsibilities to the global community.

Citizens have the right to thoughtfully and clearly express their views in the public forum.

	
	Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.

	Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.

Countries have certain common characteristics.

Countries interact with one another in a global community.

Conflicts may arise when countries and/ or cultures interact.

	Culture: The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
	The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.


	Cultural practices and products include: class structure, gender roles, beliefs, customs, and traditions. 



	
	The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world. 


	All religions and belief systems have geographic origins, founding leaders, principles, and teachings.


	Geography: Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
	Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.


	Places in the world are characterized by specific landforms, bodies of water, and physical features.



	
	Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 


	World regions have unifying characteristics that can be compared.

	
	The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 


	Absolute locations throughout the world can be determined by identifying latitude and longitude.

Locations can be described from general to specific terms.

Boundaries can be natural, ethnic and political.

Borders can change and maps can be redrawn for a variety of reasons.

Different maps have different purposes.



	
	Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
	Human settlements and activities are influenced by environmental factors and processes.



	
	People, goods and ideas move from place to place.


	Push and pull factors (oppression/freedom, poverty/opportunity, cultural ties, political conflict, environmental factors) cause people to emigrate and migrate from place to place.

The distribution of natural resources drives world trade.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Social Studies Inquiry and Literacy: Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to 

be applied to societal issues.


	Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
	Begin to formulate an essential question and write a thesis statement from that question

Identify key words, develop and apply search strategies

Locate appropriate and varied information sources

Distinguish between primary and secondary sources; identify the time, place, audience, purpose, and form of a source

Begin to evaluate the reliability, credibility, bias and validity of sources

Compare points of agreement and disagreement among sources 

Distinguish between fact and opinion

Use appropriate graphic organizers, including maps and charts

Use a variety of appropriate note-taking strategies

Paraphrase, summarize, synthesize, organize data

Create a product that uses social studies content to support findings

Prepare a bibliography using an accepted format 



	
	Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.
	Identify central issues and formulate appropriate questions

Distinguish between fact and opinion

Compare and contrast ideas and concepts

Identify cause and effect relationships 

Recognize stereotypes, clichés, bias and propaganda techniques

Determine authenticity and credibility of sources

Compare advantages and disadvantages, suggest alternate solution, predict probable consequences, provide evidence to justify best solution

Analyze and evaluate the impact of ideas, events, and/or people on groups, environments, economic systems, and/or subsequent events 

Reconstruct and express others’ points of view

Construct and interpret charts, graphs and narratives 

Examine and explain own thinking

Be aware of current events and how they relate to other aspects of history and social studies.



Grade 6: Concepts of World Geography
	Essential Understandings: 

1. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

	Content Standard(s):

1. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

2. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
3. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified


	Essential Question: What are the physical and human features that comprise the study of geography?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Places in the world are characterized by specific landforms, bodies of water, and physical features.
· World regions have unifying characteristics that can be compared.
· Absolute locations throughout the world can be determined by identifying latitude and longitude.
· Location can be described from general to specific terms.
· Boundaries can be natural, ethnic and political.

· Borders can change and maps can be redrawn for a variety of reasons.
· Different maps have different purposes.

	Know how the natural resources, land features and available technology of an area will impact its culture (place)

	
	Know how to determine absolute and relative location

· definition of absolute and relative location

· latitude and longitude

· cardinal directions

	
	Know that there are different types of maps with different purposes

	
	Know and apply the elements of thematic maps

	
	Know how people influence geography and how geography influences people


	Suggested Strategies
	· case study of a known environment (i.e. Memorial School) 
· art & music from around the world

	Suggested Assessments
	· unit tests 
· current events 
· interactive notebook

·  performance assessments 
· research projects 
· simulations

	Suggested Resources
	· Geography Alive lessons (Nile & Sahara), current events

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Google Earth, maps

	Content Vocabulary
	· geography, physical, environment, characteristics, resources, latitude, longitude, absolute location, relative location, key, legend, scale, cardinal directions


Grade 6: Concepts of Culture
	Essential Understanding: 

1. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

	Content Standards:

1. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

2. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

3. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 


	Essential Question: What are the characteristics of a culture?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Cultural practices and products include: class structure, gender roles, beliefs, customs, and traditions. 

· All religions and belief systems have geographic origins, founding leaders, principles, and teachings.
· Factors such as language, religion, government, historic relationships, and economic interests foster conflict or cooperation.
	Know the elements of culture

· Material (food, shelter, goods, technology, etc.)

· Non-material (beliefs and ideas)

	
	Differentiate between cultural identity and individual identity


	Suggested Strategies
	· Analyzing self culture (culture bag)  
· Family/community reflections

	Suggested Assessments
	· unit tests

· video quizzes

	Suggested Resources
	· What is Culture? (video series); Culture-grams

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Culture research project via Comic Life

	Content Vocabulary
	· material culture, non-material culture 


Grade 6: Area Studies

Latin America, Africa, Region of Choice
	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
5. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
6. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

7. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

8. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

9. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

10. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
11. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
12. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
13. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
14. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
15. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
16. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Questions: How does the physical geography of a particular area affect the culture? How do geography and culture interact to define a region?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· The availability and distribution of resources varies across world regions.

· When resources vary so do wealth and poverty.

· Competition over resources can cause conflict.

· The interaction of wants, needs, and resources creates regional economic systems.

· Governments determine different aspects of the economic system of a region.
·  A culture’s history helps us understand its development.
· Movements of large groups of people can have positive or negative impacts on the place to which they migrate and on the place they leave behind.
· The development of cultures is influenced by many factors.
· Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view the world differently because of religion, social and economic status, and political viewpoint.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in various cultures.
· Countries have certain common characteristics.
· Countries interact with one another in a global community.

· Conflicts may arise when countries and/ or cultures interact.
· Cultural practices and products include: class structure, gender roles, beliefs, customs, and traditions. 
· All religions and belief systems have geographic origins, founding leaders, principles, and teachings.

· Factors such as language, religion, government, historic relationships, and economic interests foster conflict or cooperation
	Locate the area of study within the world (absolute and relative)

	
	Identify and locate the regions within the area of study

	
	Know the ethnic and cultural characteristics (language, religion, government, economic interests) of the people within each region

	
	Know the major geographic features, natural resources and climate of each region and their impact on the people

	
	Identify the physical and cultural similarities and differences among the regions within the area of study

	
	Know the major historic influences on the area of study

	
	Know how physical and cultural similarities and differences have contributed to conflict and cooperation with other regions

	
	Understand how the people influence the geography and how the geography influences the people

	
	Know how the movement of boundaries, natural resources, people, goods, and ideas has influenced the development of the region

	
	Know how this area of study interacts with the US and the rest of the world

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of the area


	Suggested Strategies
	· role playing

· simulations

· Geography Alive unit

· games 
· debates

· country study

· current events

	Suggested Assessments
	· Unit tests

·  “My Continent” project

· current events

	Suggested Resources
	· Geography Alive; Cultural Similarities & Differences video; “Cows” government types; Culture-grams; Student/family connections

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· PowerPoint presentations; Google Earth; www.nationalgeographic.com  (country rankings website)

	Content Vocabulary
	· region, conflict, competition, migration, custom, tradition, ethnic, economy, poverty, impact, adapt (adaptation), interact, influence
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